
On September13,2022,Save the Nation,in collaboration with GRSP,held a
consultativeworkshopwithvariousstakeholdersontherevisedspeedlimitlaw.

Theworkshopwaswellattendedwithover21delegatesfrom diversecommercial
transporttaxiassociations,metertaxiassociations,Higerbusassociations,long-
distance cross-country bus associations,dry cargo truck,and liquid truck
associations,thepresidentandexecutivesfrom theEthiopianTransportEmployer's
Federation,regionaltransportoffices,FederalRoad Safetyand InsuranceFund
Service,BloombergInitiativeandVitalStrategies,aswellaslocalcivilsocieties,
makingtheconsultativeworkshopsessionsvibrant.

Atthe opening ofthe workshop,the Executive DirectorofSave Nation,Mr.
MesganawBimerw,gaveawelcomingopeningspeechbythankingallstakeholders
forcomingtotheworkshopandpointingoutthatunlessallstakeholdersparticipate
andareinvolvedinanypolicydialogueandlegalchange,itmayraisequestions
aboutitsimplementationandcouldhamperthedesiredchanges.

Butifwecanensuretheinvolvementofstakeholders,hepointedoutthatitwill
enableandensureasmoothtransitionofsafeandsustainabletransportinthe
country.

ArepresentativeoftheFederalRoadSafetyandInsuranceFundServicesAgency,Mr.
AlemuDinka,thankedSavetheNationeffortforbringingandorganizingthistypeof
consultativemeetingwithkeystakeholdersandmentionedthatthistypeofforum is
importanttoreducetheroadtraffictraumathatthecountryisfacingeverydayand
to improve the dire situation.He emphasized thathaving and doing such a
consultativeforum willhaveanimportantroleinbringingpositivechanges.Mr.
AlemureassuredtheparticipantsthathisnewlyformedRoadSafetyInsuranceand
FundServiceAgencywillpayattentiontoandrespondtothequestionsandconcerns
thatmayberaisedattheeventandagainassuredtheaudienceofthereadinessof
hisagencytoworktogetherwithallstakeholderstofindsolutionsfortheexisting
challenges.

He furtherstated thatto ensure the improvementofsustainable mobility,the
participationofthestakeholdersinthepoliciesandlegalchangeswillpavetheway
fortherealizationoftheambitionofthecountryforasafeandsustainabletransport
system.



Dr.TeferiAbegazfrom SNAgaveanoverviewofthenewSpeedLimitRegulationNo.
492/2022.Theissueshediscussedwere,amongothers,relatedtotheRTIBurdenin
Ethiopia,theGlobalAgenda,theSafeSystem Approach,LegalFrameworks,the
ImportanceofSpeedLimitRegulationAmendment,InternationalBestPractice,and
TermsintheNewSpeedRegulation. 

Theworkshopresolvedandrecommendedthat:

 Duringtheevent,variousideasandopinionswereraisedbyregionaltransport
officeofficialsandtransportassociationswhowereinattendance.

 Amongtheideasthatwereraisedattheworkshop,itwasmentionedthat
someofthespeedlimitrulesneedtobecorrectedinthenewdecree.

 In terms ofinfrastructure,some questions were raised thatone ofthe
reasonsthatcauseroadaccidentsfordriversisthatbigandwideroadshave
been built but without roadside signs and streetlights. Related to
infrastructure,whenbuildingroads,safetymustbeapriority.Thisincludes
theinstallationofroadsignsandtheuseoftechnologicaldevicestocontrol
speed.

 From theviewpointofroaddesign,construction,andmaintenance,ithasbeen
statedthatmostroadshavenoquality.Oneofthecausesofthisisthat
stakeholdershavenotbeeninvolvedintheprocessofroadbuilding,somost
oftheroadsarenotfitenoughforasafejourney,andthiskeepscausinggreat
dangerandcasualties.Therefore,ithasbeenstatedthatitisnecessaryto
involvekeystakeholdersintheprocessinwhichtheyparticipateandgivetheir
opiniononroadconstructionandmaintenance.

 Intheregionalstates,especiallyintheSouth(SNNRP)andSidamaregion,the
motorbikes providing transportservices withoutthe presence ofa legal
framework have notbeen given the necessary attention and serious
measuresmustbetaken.Ithasbeenstated thatthetransportservices
provided in unsafeconditionsarecausing deathsand severeinjuriesto



citizensinthesetworegions.

 Itwassaidthatifmotorcyclesshouldbelegalized,itisnecessarytolookinto
thematterandresearchstudiesshouldbeconducted.Iftheyhavetojointhe
transportnetwork,theuseofsafetygear,facilitatingtrainingformotorcycle
drivers,andincreasingthenumberofpeopleusingsafetyhelmets,mustbe
mandatory.

 A representative from the Sidama region said thatthe work ofroad
assessmentanddifferentiatingblackspotsiscrucialtocurbingtheinjuryand
deathtollfrom roadtrafficintheirregion.

 From theideasraisedintheworkshopregardingseatbelts,itwassaidthata
studyshowsonly40% oftheseatbeltsareworkingcorrectlyintransport
servicevehicles.

 ThelawsissuedontransportconcerningCOVID-19arenotrealisticinterms
ofthecurrentspreadofthediseaseandthesetnumberofpassengersisnot
realisticandisputtingpressureondriversthatprovidetransportservices.

 Itwas raised in the workshop thata law should be made regarding
pedestrians'road usage and a law should be drafted thatpunishes
pedestriansforjaywalkingandusingtheroadinappropriately. 

Conclusion:

TheworkshopcommendedSNAandGRSPcollaborationfortheircontinuedsupport

forroad safety in Ethiopia.Finally,Mr.Mesganaw Bimerw reiterated SNA’s

appreciationtotheattendeesfortheiractiveparticipation,valuablecontributions,

and interventionsin thediscussion ofthedifferentsessionsand declared the

workshopaclose. 


